Long-lease deal
sees R5.5m
revamp of block
for students

PROBABLY the first realisation of
mayor Nomaindia Mfeketo's vision
of introducing affordable housing to
& CBD is a recently completed pri-
ate student residence on 5ir Lowry
Road near the Cape Technikon and
» Castle of Good Hope.
Monpak, a seven-storey commer
ial building built in the 1960s, has
been completely redesigned internal-
ly by city architects Bam Zéllner to
provide accommodation for 96 stu-
lents at the technikon.
A long-term renewable lease nego-
ated by Annenberg Real Estate has
been signed between the technikon
d the building's owner, Monty

*

“While the mayor's declared inten:
tion to bring affordable housing clos-
BT to the mainstream is still in the
planning stage following her budget

s month, the Monpak project has,
quite independently. come close to
what will be the result of her vision."”
sald practice partner Chris Bam,

Bam Zéllner also have another stu.
gent apartment project completed in
Rosebank. Both, they say, have given

hem keen insight into this residen-
Hal sector and its very specific neads.
Project architect Heidi Zollner said
R5.5 million refurbishment of the
onpak Centre had involved re-
lesigning the interior to accommo-
late student rooms surrounding a
ommon area, bathrooms and a
itchen on each foor. Alternate
oors are for men and women and
ave, in light-hearted vein, been
solour-coded to reflect the difference.

“The project is a good example of

roviding a purpose for a previously
neffective bullding. Putting students
lose to the Technikon is the very
vorthwhile result,” she said.

One of the most rewarding of the

hanges had been the reorientation
f the building, she said.
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New use: the Monpak building has been redesigned for student accommodation.



