One-stop centre for a chic home

R8-m conversion for old
Baumann’s biscuit factory

GRAHAM NORRIS
PROPERTY EDITOR

thoriys, the national furmi-

‘;‘J fure retaller, hies bought the

ol Baumann's Blsculi Fac-

“tory ln New Market Street on the

spsthern frings of Cape Town's CED

and i5 develogrng it into a desimn and

decor centre at a costof about B&-mil-
lion.

Steve  Davies, director of
Wetherlys, said the eompany would
be moving both jis retail and storage
operation to these premises and
would occapy about 7 000m" of the
B4 (00m” teinl space.

*“(ur vision is to create a decor
centre where all tenants swould be
redated in 2ome way to the decorat-
ing and home improvement indus-
iry, sl Mr Davies.

“This will create a one-stop cenine,
eaterhng for aearly all of a home-
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There will be retail shops on the
ground and first Moors, a coffee shop
and wine cellar, warehousing. Ught
industrial workshops suitable for
erafiers as well as | 500m’ of office
apace. Provision hsd also been mode
fior & number of Toft apartments.

Mr Davies said tenants would
inclode furmimore retailers, curtain
makers and tiling, kiichenware,
lighting and uphalstery companies.

The smaller workshop sites, about
me®, would ideal for erafters like
patters and stained glass artists, It
was also hoped to establish a design
school in the centre.

The main entrance ta the site.
which has a total of Gee bulldings, is
to be moved to the Sir Lowry Road
sideof the site,

A three-deck parking garage 1s o
b budli, making the centre extreme
Ty userfricndly.
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ATHIVS EAXT EREVATION

NEW LOOIK: on architect's draowing of the design centre of the ald Boumaonn's biscult foctory, with shops ciustered around o piazo

An atriam will cover the gap
between the two main bulldings, ore-
ating an attractive plazzs surround-
ed by a walkway.

The original buildings, the oldest
ol which was built in 1928, will retain
their industrial feel, while Christian

Bam Architeets have designed sever-
il new foabures (o beantify them and
make them more wser-friendly.

Mr Davies said there would be 24-
hour security, providing for a safe
shopping environment.

The project was due for completion

in January/ February next yvear.

He said rentals fior the ground fioor
retail space would start at BB per o
and those for the warehoiase space &t
Rl per m',

This part of the CBD periphery has
seon a number of sucoessful redevel-

opmeénts of industrial buildings.
including Newmarket Junction,
which ks mext door to the Baamann's
site, and Buchanin Square,

For more Information coniact
Steve Davies on 083 457 6044 or
Sl 4717,



